
CURRIE & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Minutes of the 53rd Annual General Meeting held on Monday 24th March 2025 at 7.30 in the Gibson-Craig Memorial Hall, Back Hall, Currie. 
Welcome: Our Secretary, Douglas Lowe, welcomed the 21    members who were present at the meeting.  Douglas advised that he had completed the Currie Chronicle No. 98 (March 2025) and that hopefully the members have all picked up a copy when they came in. On the reverse of the Chronicle you will find the syllabus of talks for 2025/26. There is a gap but Douglas advised that he was actively trying to fill the gap and that all would be well by the start of next session. He also advised that Trudy Allan has left a bundle of the                  “ Balerno, the Village and District” books which had been published in 2015. If anyone wanted one they could take one and give a donation if they chose to Trudy for the SWI.  He also mentioned that three very large boxes of “archive” had been delivered to his house by Kari Coghill, Hamish’s daughter. These would be logged and checked out by the committee before being lodged in the Archive at the Heriot-Watt at Riccarton as the Hamish and Mary Coghill archive.
Apologies: were intimated on behalf of Ann Proudfoot, Mairi Mitchell, Tim and Gina Shepherd, Robert Whitton. 
 
Adoption of the Minutes of the 52nd Annual General Meeting. The secretary advised that copies of these Minutes had been sent to all members. He asked if the members accepted that these were a true reflection of last year’s meeting. 
This was proposed by Eddie Shaw and Seconded by John Sharp.        
Matters Arising:
At our last AGM we had discussed a project to arrange for our photos to be rescanned and to create a  second photo archive, to be held locally. This could be achieved if we were successful in an application for a grant from the South West Community Grant Scheme. However as we have not moved this project on from last year  it was suggested by the Secretary that we move this forward into Any Other Competent Business and discuss it further. This was accepted.  
Secretary - President’s Report
In the absence of an elected President it fell again to Douglas, as  Secretary, to give the President’s Report.
He mentioned that  numbers have stabilized and that we were averaging 25-35 at most meetings and were comfortable in the smaller, warmer, back hall. 
During the year we had lost two regular members Willie Ball , who had been a member for a long time and our Honorary President Hamish Coghill. Hamish had given us the first talk of last Session where he conducted us on one of his “peregrinations” along the Water of Leith and then he joined us for our Christmas meeting and afters. These gentlemen will both be missed. 
During the session we had enjoyed our usual eclectic mix of talks; three trips along the Water of Leith covering castles, mills and everything on the way down to Leith; The Crimean War, the Great War and the Shetland Bus; a West Lothian Photographer, East Lothian Railways, Edinburgh’s Emporiums to Ragged Schools and an advocate being transported for Sedition. Douglas, our secretary, said that he was delighted to see two more of our members adding to our local base of speakers. 
As he previously mentioned he had been assembling speakers for our the 2025-6  syllabus and  this appears on the back page  of the Currie Chronicle.  It will appear on our website in due course as well as in the What’s on Column of the C & B News.  He mentioned that , “with the C & B News Editor’s indulgence”, that he had continued his monthly “Snapshots of the Past” history column, which seemed to go down well. He had also given two local history slide shows to organisations  locally in Balerno, hoping to encourage folks join CDLHS or at least come to some of our  meetings. 
Douglas closed by thanking the other members of the Committee, and helpers, particularly Iain, our Treasurer for keeping us solvent and Eddie , our “Tech guy” for making all our speakers audible, particularly your truly!. And Enid for sorting out the laptop , projector, and me! Thank you all.      
The Secretary then passed over to Iain, our Treasurer for the 
Treasurer’s Report.
As the accounts have been provided by mail and email, I trust that Members have had the opportunity to look over the information.  I would wish to comment on the accounts and our finances and then take any questions that Members may wish to ask.

Our Income in 2024 was made up of Member’s subscriptions and non-members entry and 2 donations amounting to £145.    One was a bequest for £100 the other was from the sale of books from one of our speakers, Gordon Milne.  Both gratefully received and much appreciated. The Membership Fee of £35 and the non-member entry was maintained at £5.   
We have 28 Members. Unless new members join the Society, then I expect this number to decrease. Guests/non-members are welcome.

Our main expenditure has not changed from previous years and consists of;   1) Hall let   
2) Public Liability Insurance with the British Association for Local History   3) Our Website   
4) Scottish Local History Forum Subscription.  5) Speaker’s expenses.    There may be other expenses incurred by the Office Bearers of the History Society.  The Secretary and Treasurer expenses for the year have been minimal. Entertainment expenses consist of items purchased for the AGM 2024 and the final meeting on 16th December 2024.

The change of venue from the Main Hall to the smaller Back Hall, I believe, has proved beneficial to the Society as it provides a friendlier and warmer location.  The website provides valuable information for those able to access this avenue.
The Public Liability Insurance BALH is a necessary item, which is provided at an inexpensive premium and provides valuable cover.
I would not wish to amend the Membership Fee or the Non-Member entry fee for 2025-2026 and feel they should remain at £35 for annual membership and £5 for non-members entry on the night. 
That is my report to the Members and will now take any questions that may be asked.

The meeting accepted the Treasurers proposal to continuing with the above Annual Membership of £35 and non-members entry of £5.00.

Proposed Douglas Lowe  Seconded Val  Wilson, and carried by the meeting.

Finally  Robert Perrett has audited the accounts and is satisfied that our accounts are fine.  I thank Robert for his work and propose that he continues as Auditor.

Proposed  Trudy Allan 
Seconded Ishbel Massie , and carried by the meeting.

Election of Committee and Office-Bearers

The Secretary  advised that he had received no proposals from members to join the committee. That being the case and as all  existing Office Bearers  and Committee had agreed to stand again it was suggested that all be elected “en bloc” for the coming year. This proposed by George Fraser and Seconded by Enid Lowe, and carried by the meeting.

Current Committee and Office Bearers:
President – vacant, to be decided by committee
Vice President – Malcolm Fergusson
Treasurer – Iain Proudfoot
Secretary ( and Minute Secretary)- Douglas Lowe
Librarian/ Archivist – Val Wilson
Tech Support (sound) - Eddie Shaw
Webmaster – Robert Smith
Committee : Muriel Adam
                   :  Trudy Allan
                   : Prof. John Sharp
                   : Angus Swan
Currie Chronicle Editor – Douglas Lowe

Any Other Competent Business

The matter of creating a second locally held photo archive and funding this by an application to the South West Edinburgh Community Grants Fund, was carried forward from “Matters Arising” from last year.

It was hoped that if the grant application was successful we would purchase another laptop and a “top of the range” scanner. To enable us to rescan the photos held in the archive at Riccarton/Heriot-Watt. 
We had received an e-mail from the Community Grants Fund at the City of Edinburgh Council. 
Things we have to be aware of is the Deadline for Applications is 30th April So if we were planning to press ahead with this we would need to start soon to put together a plan. 
The “Overview” on page one  seeks to give grants to “small-scale projects that aims to impact a local community” in the City of Edinburgh. 
The committee plus other interested helpers would need to get together quickly and see whether a plan to rescan the photos, either those at Heriot-Watt or those held by our archivist Val Wilson  could be put together in time. 

The Secretary following a pre-AGM committee meeting contacted Helen Taylor at the Archive and asked whether she could provide higher definition photos for us that we could print up from and use in photo displays/exhibitions in our three villages. Helen said that she could. It would just be a matter of us telling her the references of the photos we wanted to print up. We presumably would have to arrange and pay for the prints.  I said that I would have discuss this with the committee once we had the AGM out of the way and get back to her.

We thought that a visit to Helen to see the archive would be a good idea as none of us had actually seen the photo archive at Riccarton.

The other matter that would also involve the archive was Hamish and Mary Coghill’s archives that the Secretary had received this week from Hamish’s daughter Kari. The committee would have to check through the boxes of Hamish’s and Mary’s archives and prepare these for depositing them into the archive at the Heriot-Watt. The Secretary said that he would E–mail Helen at the Heriot-Watt and suggest a visit to deposit the Coghill archive and have a discussion and see how the photo archive operated. 


Proposed Summer Outings?

It was suggested that we try for another summer outing this year. The members seemed keen with suggestions from the floor for Bo-ness and Kinneil Railway,  Prestonpans ( two museums Prestongrange industrial museum and Battle of Prestonpans Jacobite Museum in the Prestonpans Town Hall. The National Mining Museum at Newtongrange. Newhailes House in Musselburgh, House of the Binns. Wherever we decide on it would have to be private cars and taking passengers. We will see what we can organise.

[bookmark: _GoBack]One suggestion from the floor was for all of the office-bearers and committee members names to be included on the Currie Chronicle. The Secretary said that this couldn’t be done in advance of the AGM as there could have been wholesale changes as a result of the AGM , as it turned out this didn’t happen so these could have been shown. ( office bearers and committee members names now shown above.) 

Vote of Thanks to The Chair.  Douglas and Iain congratulated each other and we moved on to deal with the Quiz and wine and snacks.

Douglas Lowe
Secretary
CDLHS          



