

CURRIE & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Minutes of the 52nd Annual General Meeting held on Monday 18th March 2024 at 7.30 in the Gibson Craig Memorial Hall , Currie .
Welcome:  Our Secretary, Douglas Lowe, welcomed the 21 members and two guests who were present at the meeting.
Apologies: were intimated on behalf of Trudy Allan, Tessa Catto, Barbara Badger, Audrey Gauld, Pamela McConnell, Tim and Gina Shepherd. 
Adoption of the Minutes of the 51st Annual General Meeting  
Proposed: Malcolm Fergusson
Seconded: Angus Swan.
It was pointed out by the secretary that there was a slight error in the Minutes in that our last club outing was to Rosslyn Chapel in 2019 and not Cramond, which we visited in 2018.
  Matters Arising from the Previous Minutes;
( 1) Our Library of books and ephemera.  The books were now at the Heriot Watt Archive. Anyone wishing to consult or borrow these would have to contact Helen Taylor Archivist at the Heriot Watt Heritage and Information Governance.  
H.E.Taylor@hw.ac.uk   or
heritage@hw.ac.uk 
tel: 0131 451 3218
The ephemera and photos are with our Librarian/Archivist Val Wilson.
(2) A project to rescan our photos to provide another photo archive in association with South West Neighbourhood Community Grant Scheme.
It was  proposed that we carry this forward to AOCB. This was agreed.
 Secretary /President’s Report
In the absence of a president it fell to Douglas, as Secretary,to give the President’s Report. 
He advised that post-Covid our numbers had increased and that we were now averaging 25-35 at most meetings and that we were comfortable with these numbers in the smaller, warmer back hall. Weren’t we , he asked. The members voiced their approval. 
During the year , owing to illnesses, we had experienced a number of cancellations from our initial syllabus of speakers. However with a bit of shuffling and good grace from our small reservoir of potential speakers we still managed to fill the eleven speaking dates with a variety of speakers. We had a mix of both external and internal speakers covering many interesting topics from Trams, Calton Hill, the Edinburgh Poorhouse, Mining in Scotland, Duncan Napier, the Herbalist, Faces of Edinburgh, Holy Trinity Church, Bygone Days in our Area, Robert Palmer, The Currie Dominie, Scottish Milestones and a Scary Ghostly Tales of Edinburgh at Halloween. 
We were entertained and educated with talks from Jackie Sangster, Bruce Jamieson, James Waugh, Alastair MacDonald, Eric Melvin, Kenneth Williamson, Bruce Keith and from our home grown speakers, Eddie Shaw, Val Wilson, myself and our Honorary President Hamish Coghill. 
Last Summer, with permission from the owners of Lymphoy House, Claire and Iain Hathorn, we had an outing to Lennox Tower, during which the weather turned and became quite wet. However most of us enjoyed the visit to our local 15th C. ruined tower. 
Douglas advised that he was currently in the process of assembling speakers for our 2024-25 syllabus and so asked that if anyone had a topic they wished to give the members a talk on to let him know, or indeed any suggestions for talks or speakers to let him know. Once he had the syllabus completed for next session Douglas advised that he will send these by e-mail or deliver them to all members.  Similarly he advised that he was working on the Currie Chronicle and will have this printed up and distributed to all members as soon as he, and Enid, have  this completed. The main article in the Chronicle is a joint effort from Val and himself on Robert Palmer , the Currie Dominie. 
He advised that Val and himself had been involved in a project on Robert Palmer with two of the archivists from the Heriot Watt University. An exhibition on Robert Palmer ( 1797-1868) , the Currie Schoolmaster, maker of Sundials , Curler and much more , is planned so he expressed his hope that the members would all take time to visit it at the Heriot Watt once it was complete.
Douglas closed by thanking the other members of the committee , and helpers, particularly Iain , our Treasurer for keeping us solvent and Eddie, our “Tech guy”  for making all our speakers audible, particularly our Secretary.
Douglas then passed over to Iain Proudfoot, our Treasurer for his Treasurers Report.
 Treasurer’s Report 
The full text of Iain’s report follows;
“As the accounts have been provided by mail and e-mail, I trust that the members have had the opportunity to look over the information. I would wish to comment on the accounts and our finances and then take any questions that Members may wish to ask.
Our income in 2023 was made up of Member’s subscriptions and non-members entry and two donations amounting to £80.  The Membership Fee of £35 was reinstated and the non-member entry was increased to £5. If you remember the first half of 2022 we only had an entry fee for all those attending our talks. We currently have 32 members.
Our main expenditure has not changed for previous years and consists of ;
1) Hall let,
2) Public liability Insurance with the British Association for Local History.
3) Our Website.
4) Scottish Local History Forum Subscription.
5) Speakers Expenses. ( Iain advised that we may have to look at this in the future as many clubs are paying speakers more than our £25 expenses figure. Indeed there was one who paid a speaker £100.) 
There may be other expenses incurred by the Office Bearers of the history society. The Secretary and Treasurer expenses for the year have been minimal. As there are drinks and nibbles available at the end of this meeting , you will see an item in the 2024 accounts for Entertainment Expenses.

The Public Liability Insurance from BALH is a necessary item. Public liability is a type of insurance which covers the Society if of the public claims that they have been injured or their property damaged at one of our meetings. This type of insurance is designed to protect the Society against claims that could result in legal proceedings.  If a claim does become a legal matter, a policy will cover the cost of these expenses, including any compensation that you are required to pay. 

Public liability claims can arise from several circumstances, but negligence is the main trigger. Similarly the Gibson Craig Halls have their own Public Liability Insurance in case something they should have undertaken was not done, then a claim can be submitted. ( Iain advised that If we, the Society were included in this Gibson-Craig Halls policy then it would be reflected in a higher hall fee).

I would not wish to amend the Membership Fee or the Non-Member entry fee for 2024/25 and feel they should remain at £35 for annual membership and £5 for non-members entry on the night.”

This was proposed by Malcolm Fergusson and seconded by Enid Lowe and carried by the meeting. 

Iain advised that Robert Perrett had audited the accounts and is satisfied that they are fine.  Iain thanked Robert for this and proposed that he continues as our Auditor for the coming year.

The appointment of Robert Perrett as Auditor for the coming year was Proposed formally by George Fraser and Seconded by Malcolm Fergusson.  

Election of Office Bearers

The Secretary then moved on to the Election of Office Bearers and the Committee. As last year there had been no proposals for new members and as all existing Office Bearers and Committee had signified their agreement to stand again it was suggested that all be elected “en bloc” for the coming year. This was proposed by Ishbel Massie and Seconded by George Fraser  and carried by the meeting.

The continuing incumbents are;
Honorary President – Hamish Coghill
President – vacant,  to be decided by the committee.
Vice President – Malcolm Fergusson
Secretary and Minute Sec.  – Douglas Lowe
Treasurer – Iain Proudfoot
Librarian and Archivist – Val Wilson
Tech Support – Eddie Shaw
Webmaster - Robert Smith
Committee Members: Muriel Adam, Angus Swan, Trudy Allan, Prof John Sharp.

Any Other Competent Business

On the matter of  the suggested  project to rescan our photos and slides  to provide another photo archive, which was  brought forward from “Matters Arising “ above. This we hoped to achieve if we were successful with a bid for a grant  ( for a laptop and top of the range scanner)  in the South West Neighbourhood Community Grant Scheme. We had a wide ranging discussion as to how we were going to carry out the rescanning and how we were going to hold the scanned pictures. Suggestions were made from the floor ; 
(a) to put small batches onto our website say each month for viewing.
(b)  That we could hold the scanned pictures on a separate hard drive,
(c)  that we could store them on the “cloud” – but this would cost money.
 We would have to be clear how we were going to hold these as if we put them all on our website, if there was space enough, or on some open forum,  they could be copied “willy nilly” by anybody, members or non-members. The photos appearing on the archive at the Heriot-Watt showed “copyright” on the picture. It was hoped that this reflected our copyright of the photos.  Firstly we would have to put together a successful bid for a South West Neighbourhood Community Grant and ensure that we covered all of the requirements set down for these grants. We would have to discuss , and work on this, in committee but from the meeting there was certainly enough interest and a ready pool of helpers willing to carry out this project.
A question was raised about the position with “the green bridge” at Malleny. The Secretary could answer this. The original green bridge had been a steel structure constructed in the early to mid-1950s and had been marked for closure since 2016.  Douglas  explained that the large centre section of the replacement bridge was now in place across the Bavelaw Burn but the ramps or steps for  each end were not yet in place so the bridge was at the moment still closed. The Balerno Community Council/Balerno Village Trust had been handling this. The problem seems to be partly funding but there was also a problem with City of Edinburgh Council. The BCC/BVT hope to be in a position to have the work on the bridge completed in the spring/summer and fully opened thereafter. 
One of the members Mairi Mitchell had offered to do a talk for us next session, providing we gave her a date in the period after Christmas/New Year. She suggested February.  The Secretary said that he would e-mail her to firm up a date. 
Vote of Thanks to the Chair
This was carried out collectively by both Douglas and Iain.
With this the meeting was closed.

Douglas N. Lowe
Secretary
[bookmark: _GoBack]After the meeting the members were entertained to a history quiz compiled by Treasurer Iain Proudfoot and then on to cakes and shortbread ( baked by Muriel Adam ) and soft drinks, crisps, biscuits and other snacks provided by Iain and Ann Proudfoot .         

   

